
Love Is The Source, Love Is The Path, Love Is The Goal

History of SAI Love - Zone 1, SSIO

With love and gratitude



“I have come to light the lamp of Love in your hearts, to 
see that it shines day by day with added luster. I have 

not come on behalf of any exclusive religion. I have not 
come on a mission of publicity for a sect or creed or 

cause, nor have I come to collect followers for a 
doctrine. I have no plan to attract disciples or devotees 
into my fold or any fold. I have come to tell you of this 
unitary faith, this spiritual principle, this path of Love, 
this virtue of Love, this duty of Love, this obligation of 

Love. “
-Divine Discourse 4 July 1968



We were excited and nervous as the preparations started for this exhibition. Excited

to learn more about the genesis of the Sai movement in the West and nervous because

we did not know where and how to begin! Swami’s love and grace through our senior
leaders guided our efforts.

The exhibition has two sections. The video section focuses exclusively on ‘Service’

and has been provided by ‘Sai Love In Action’ team. Please also note that

www.saiuniverse.sathyasai.org has the most current updates on all activities undertaken

by SSIO. The exhibit covers the highlights/milestones of the evolution of the Sai
Organization in Zone 1.

From small beginnings like the personal invitation from Swami to Charles Penn to

attend the first world conference to now, a growing presence in more than 126

countries, with programs for children (SSE, Sathya Sai Schools, ISSE) Young Adults and

Disaster Relief operations to mention a few, the Sathya Sai Organization founded by our

beloved Swami, is a powerful and enduring testament to this path of love, this virtue of
love, this duty of love and this obligation of love!

May the light of His love be your guide on this sacred journey. Jai Sai Ram!

-Zone 1 PWC Exhibition team, Sai Young Adults

http://www.saiuniverse.sathyasai.org/


1965 –
1969



Swami had been active in the lives and consciousness of

many people in the West. Markell Brooks and her

husband, Bob Raymer of Los Angeles made their visit to

Baba in 1962.

1960s The Early Years

The Raymers held a weekly meditation in their home

during these years. It was kind of ecumenical gathering of

people interested in various teachers and teachings.

Indra Devi, Cowans, Penns, Hislops, Bocks came to know

of Swami in the 60s.



Penned for “His Penn in 

America,” Before the First Physical 

Meeting.
1965



The Divine Call..1967-68

Richard and Janet Bock

John and Victoria Hislop

Indra Devi



First World Conference 

A personal invitation1968

During the birthday celebrations, Indra Devi 

and Richard Bock received permission to 

record Swami. “Sathya Sai Baba Chants the 

Bhajans” was the first LP record released in 

May of 1969. The divine call was heard by 

more and more.



Sathya Sai Book Center of 

America- A gift of love!1969
The Sathya Sai Book Center of America began with

the vision that Elsie and Walter Cowan carried in their

hearts after their first trip to India in late 1967. Their

remarkable experiences, as well as the books they

brought back, were shared with many friends.

Walter and Elsie Cowan wanted to publish books 

about Swami and offer them through a bookstore 

in the United States. In June 1969, they traveled to 

Prashanthi Nilayam, and in a meeting with Swami 

asked him if they could start a book center to 

publish and make available Sai literature for 

growing number of devotees.  Swami subsequently 

wrote the letter giving his permission



First Sathya Sai Baba 

Center - Hollywood, CA1969

On October 3rd, 1969, the Hollywood Center was opened. The weekly schedule was

bhajans and meditation on Thursdays; public meetings on Fridays with bhajans, guest

speakers and films. The opening of the center created a gathering place where

devotees and visitors heard talks by Indra Devi, Charles and Faith Penn, Jack Hislop

and saw the beginnings of the first films. The goal was always to conduct the activities

as much as possible the way they were done at the ashram. To keep the atmosphere

respectful, devotional, friendly, and informative.



1970 –
1974



1970-
Divine love of Swami inspires the start of Sai 

centers in various parts of USA and Canada

Tustin, CA

San Francisco, CA

Manchester, CT 

Miami, FL

Hollywood, CA

Bethesda, MD

Queens and 
Brooklyn, NY

1974

Windsor, Ontario

Santa Barbara, CA



1974
Sathya Sai Organization 

Formed in Trinidad and Tobago

Sai Center in El Dorado, Trinidad.



1975 –
1979



1975
The Sri Sathya Sai Central Committee of America was 

founded at the Second World Conference of Sathya 

Sai Organizations, held at Prasanthi Nilayam (India) in 

November, 1975. The purpose of the Central 

Committee is to act as an advisory and controlling 

board to oversee the activities of the Sathya Sai Baba 

centers in the United States. The guidelines for the 

centers were given by Baba for the benefit of the 

American devotees, so they may strive to fulfill the 

ideals set before them.

Formation of Sri Sathya Sai Baba 
Central Council of America

First officers of the Sathya Sai Council of America as chosen by Swami
President: John Hislop

Vice-President: Richard Bayer

Secretary: Sidney Krystal



1976

Published quarterly 



1977
Sample of the retreat 

schedule  

The First Sai Retreat in USA 
Sturbridge, MA



1979 Sathya Sai Council of 
Canada Formed



1980 –
1984



1980- Education Program in 

Initial Stages

1981
Until this point, the children’s program under the 

Sathya Sai Organization, USA was still known as 

Bal Vikas. The National Bal Vikas Children’s 

Committee which was formed in 1979 was 

responsible for publishing Bal Vikas newsletters 

and preparation of materials for teachers and 

students. The committee also developed 

operational guidelines for Bal Vikas programs 

and created training program for teachers.

First EHV manual for teachers, 

“The Path Divine” published in 

Winter, 1981

The US Bal Vikas coordinating committee 

formally changed the program to Education in 

Human Values in 1980. Its initial purpose was to 

solidify the EHV program in Sai Centers. 



1983
Sathya Sai Education in 

Human Values (SSEHV) 

Becomes a Legal Entity
When the Sathya Sai Education in Human Values Foundation

became a legal entity, in 1983, a group of professional teachers 

in the USA immediately began to create SSEHV lessons for 

children. 

In time, an SSEHV Community Manual was 

published as well as a book on all Sathya Sai 

Discourses on Education.

In order to make the program clearer and more 

accessible it was refined and then added lessons, 

additional music and more activities. In early 1985 

this new complete USA SSEHV Curriculum book was 

then published. 



1985 –
1989



1985
Sai Center activities from Suriname.

Sathya Sai Central Councils in 

Suriname and Guyana 

Established
Letter of Acknowledgement 

Sent to Suriname

A delegation from the Central Council of the Sri 

Sathya Sai Organization of the West Indies visited the 

Sai Baba Center of Georgetown, Guyana, marking 

the 1st center in Guyana to become under the 

umbrella of the Council of the West Indies.

Sathya Sai Baba Central Council of Suriname was 

established on August 30, 1985. Sri Sathya Sai Baba 

Centre Paramaribo was the 1st Sai Center 

recognized by the Council



1985-89

States highlighted in orange hosted 

SSEHV Teacher Training workshops

SSEHV Teacher Training took 

place in several U.S. States from 

mid-to-late 1980s, certifying over 

200 SSEHV teachers. 

SSEHV Teachers Training 

Workshops in Several U.S. States

States that hosted teacher’s training 

workshops:
California, New York, Florida, New Jersey, 

Nevada, Missouri, Georgia, Massachusetts, 

Connecticut, Texas, Arizona, Illinois, 

Kentucky, Tennessee, and North Carolina



Education in Human Values Society of Trinidad and 
Tobago was formed in 1987. An “Education in 

Human Values Teachers’ Handbook” was published 

and launched. Prior to its publication, a copy of the 

draft was sent to the relevant department of the 

Ministry of Education for review. Feedback was 

received from the MOE.  After the launch, a copy of 

the book was sent to every primary school in 

Trinidad and Tobago.

1987 Education in Human Values 

Society of Trinidad & Tobago



1988 December  1988, 5 World 

Regions Were Established.   



1990 –
1994



Small Group of Devotees  

Begin Meeting Monthly in 

Tel Aviv
1992

Israeli devotees assembling the Jewish 
exhibit at the Eternal Heritage Museum in 

Prashanti Nilayam in early 1990’s

Tel Aviv

Israel



Establishment of        

Sathya Sai Centers 

in Jamaica and St. Lucia

Sathya Sai Center of Jamaica 

was established in Kingston. 2 

additional centers were 

established in Ocho Rios and 

Montego Bay.

Sai 

activities in 

Jamaica

1994 Devotional 

group started in St. 

Lucia. 

St. Lucia

1990s



1990’s

Informal youth groups 

started in Toronto, New York, 

California, Texas, and Florida

1994 Miami YA’s perform a 

play for Earth Day

California

Texas
Florida

New York

Toronto

First Young Adult Groups 

Established in USA and 

Canada



1995 –
1999



1995 National Sai Council in 

Curaçao Formed in 

October, 1995



1995
Swami showered His love and 

blessings throughout the summer 

course

Group of Young Adults 

Attend Summer Course in 

Indian Culture & Spirituality

In a group interview, Swami invites USA Youth to 
attend the World Conference in November. 



1995 Sai Organization, USA forms 

the Young Adult Program

Sai Students Bulletin, USA
A quarterly newsletter published for and by the Youth

National Young Adult Executive Committee 
Dr. William Harvey, Phyllis Krystal, Hal Honig



Young Adult Meetings 

in USA

Youth from 

Southeast Region, USA

Mid 1990’s



USA Youth singing bhajans

at WYC 1997Flag Bearers of Canada and USA

1997 1st World Youth 

Conference



1997 1st World Youth 

Conference



Devotees from Israel 

participate in 73rd Birthday 

celebrations in Puttaparthi

Israeli devotees also designed 

the Jewish float for the parade.

1998



1999 2nd World Youth 

Conference
Post-WYC II YA Initiatives

National Service Project

Thus, the National Service Project was born, where youth 

were committed to service projcts with economically 

poor and disadvantaged youth in their respective areas.



International Sathya 

Sai Organization 

Website Launched

www.sathyasai.org

1999



SSEHV Initiatives in Various Parts of USA

California

San Antonio, Texas

Late1990’s

St. Louis Missouri

Tucson, Arizona

Hawaii

1999 - SSEHV workshop in 

Tucson, Arizona 



2000 –
2004



Sathya Sai School

Toronto, Canada2000
The Sathya Sai School, Toronto, Canada,

is a model school for values education in 

Canada. 

• The school offers the Ministry of 

Ontario Curriculum integrated with values-

based education for students from 

Kindergarten (Full-time) through Grade Eight. 

• The school's mission is to promote Human 

Excellence in students by balancing character education & academic 

achievement.

Inaugurated on September 2, 2000, the non-profit private school is open to all 

students regardless of socio-economic status, ethnic origin or religion. 

The school aims at developing each child’s potential by drawing out the 

infinite intelligence and goodness latent in every individual through emphasis 

on the human values of Truth, Right Conduct, Peace, Love, and Nonviolence.



Sathya Sai Baba Council of  

Israel

Sathya Sai Baba Council of Israel officially formed in 2001.

Currently, there are 3 Sai centers- Ein Hod, Haifa and Tel Aviv.

2001



2001
1st Education in Human Values 

training course 

conducted in Israel



Young Adults, USA2004
Young Adults are invited to be a part of the USA Central

Council. The Young Adult executive committee consists

of:

• Dr. Bill Harvey, Hal Honig and Phyllis Krystal as advisors

• Sangeeta Lekhi and Daniel Scovill are the National

Young Adult Representatives.



International Public Meetings

With the blessings of Swami, a series of public meetings were conducted all over the

world to share the life, message and works of Swami and Sathya Sai International

Organization. Starting from June 2004 till March 2006, 19 public meetings were held

throughout Zone 1.

2004-2006



2004-2006
International Public Meetings

Los Angeles, CA

San Diego, CA
Austin, TX

Atlanta, GA

Barbados

Trinidad & Tobago

Guyana

Philadelphia, PA

Hartford, CT

Toronto, ON

Detroit, MI

Chicago, IL

St. Louis, MO

Denver, CO
Portland, OR

Seattle, WA

Vancouver, BC



2005 –
2009



2005“Sri Sathya Sai Baba Day”
Little Rock, Arkansas St. Louis, Missouri



2006

National conference for Young Adult Officers,

Denver-USA. This conference was attended by regional Young Adult officers and

national officers. The weekend program included workshops on leadership, study circle and

discussion of challenges and successes in the young adult program.

“Human Values Day” 

Regina, Canada



Ideal Sai Youth- Messengers 

of Sai love- WYC III

“If you really wish to know the secret of sadhana, it can

be explained through very simple methods. For example,

make your mind steady and still for as short a period as

eleven seconds. You can attain realisation even in such

a short period. “ 28 July 2007

“Free Health Screening 

Day” Corona, USA

2007

Zone 1 Exhibition Team at WYC III



2009 “Walk for Values Day”



“We are one for Sai”- National Young

Adult Conference, Chicago, USA.
Over 400 youth from across the United States

together for the first National Sai Youth

Conference. The weekend’s program, provided

the nation’s Sai Youth with a golden opportunity to

share thoughts, receive guidance, and think

progressively about how to expand and live

Swami’s message of love through their lives and

onward to future generations.

The first International Medical

Conference was held in Los Angeles,

USA. The theme of the conference was Sathya

Sai Ideal Healthcare and Sathya Sai Global Health

Mission. Program included distinguished speakers,

workshop sessions and a medical exhibition.

2009 National and International 

Conferences Held in USA



Sarva Dharma Stupa-Trinidad & Tobago
The Sarva Dharma Stupa at the Eashwaramma Center, Penal was inaugurated on 26th April 2009. At

36 feet in total height, it is a smaller replica of the Sarva Dharma Stupa (50 feet) in Prashanti Nilayam.

Swami graciously granted permission to construct the Stupa and was intimately involved in the

planning process. He indicated that 36 was a good number, provided a copy of the structural

details to Mr.Hosein and Mr. Ramesh Seepersad. In 2007, Swami sent the builder of the Original stupa

to Trinidad instructed him to take along four of the best craftsmen to assist and indicated that the

number five will ensure success.

2009

The Stupa was meticulously constructed using scientific calculations by these experienced builders

resulting in both the Stupa and parapet wall being successfully completed within three months.

The ideas, plans and building of this monumental structure were inspired and carried out by the

divine will of Bhagwan Sri Sathya Sai Baba.



2010 –
2015



National Sai Pilgrimages 

to Puttaparthi2010

In Summer 2010, USA Sathya Sai Organization 

organized a pilgrimage to Prashanti Nilayam. There 

was unison singing, a performance by the US Sai 

Choir, and a play titled “All our Relations.”

Swami graced the Canadian devotees  with the 

opportunity to go on a Pilgrimage to Prashanti

Nilayam from August 16th to August 26th, 2010



2010

A group of nations from the West Indies presented a musical offering of West Indies Love, 

entitled Unity in Diversity. The island nations that participated included Aruba, Trinidad and 

Tobago, Barbados, Guyana etc. Over 240 devotees from the above island nations have joined 

in this pilgrimage to Prasanthi Nilayam.

National Sai Pilgrimages 

to Puttaparthi



Institute of Sathya Sai 

Education - USA2010
With blessings and under direct 

guidance of Swami, the Institute of 

Sathya Sai Education – USA was formed 

in 2010. 

The ISSE-USA is part of a worldwide 

network of Sai Institutes charged with 

the promulgation and oversight of 

Sathya Sai Schools and all Sathya Sai 

Education in Human Values (SSEHV) 

programs and projects in their 

respective national and/or regional 

areas. 

It is operated under the auspices of the 

Education Committee of the Sri Sathya Sai 

World Foundation (SSSWF), and interfaces 

with the Zone 1 Sai Organization.

1st Meeting of New ISSE-USA ,  2010



Course Two is open to those who 

have successfully completed Course 

One and provides advanced, 

experiential instruction for those who 

wish to assume leadership roles in 

the development and 

implementation of SSEHV programs 

in schools, non-profit, organizations, 

or workplace settings.

Course Three is open 

to those who have 

successfully completed 

Course Two. This final 

component prepares 

ISSE-USA faculty for their 

various roles and 

professional educators

who wish to teach in 

Sathya Sai Schools or 

Institute-affiliated 

Partnership Schools or

Programs. 

ISSE-USA

Instructional Program
The Institute’s Instructional Program is comprised of three sequential components.

Course One provides an 

overview and introduction to the 

philosophy and methods of Sathya 

Sai Education. It is open to 

professionals and non-professionals 

who are interested in human values 

education.

2013 Course 1 Faculty Presentations

2013 Course 2 Faculty & Participants



Conducting annual summer courses at 

the University of  California, Santa

Barbara and elsewhere to encourage the 

promotion of  human values-centered 

education and community service.

Providing on-site courses, workshops,

and seminars for schools, community

agencies, and non-profit educational 

and social service organizations

Partnering with Sapientia and Cedar

Park Montessori Schools in Austin, TX, 

and working with other public and private 

schools and Institute-affiliated 

community agencies in several states that 

serve both children and adults.

Human Values Based Programs for 

Schools, Community Organizations 

& Families

ISSE-USA

Current Projects

Participants of the ISSE-USA Instructional program at 

Sapientia and Cedar Park, TX



National Pilgrimage 

by USA Young Adults2011

How it transpired: The Young Adult National Leadership team prepared a letter 

for Swami, seeking His guidance and blessings for a pilgrimage this year.  Dr. 
Narendranath Reddy offered the letter to Swami, which He happily accepted. 

Swami read the letter and said, "Permission Granted". Swami gave His 

blessings to the USA youth and said, "Very happy".

The Young Adults of USA were blessed by Swami to participate in a 

Sai pilgrimage to Puttaparthi in November, 2011



Divine Showers

Youth Conference held in 

Guyana
2012

Divine Showers, a conference for the West Indies 

Youth was held in Guyana from August 3r3 – 5th. 

Aim was to orient participants into practical 

spirituality based on the teachings, inspiration, 

and guidance  of Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba



2012 USA Young Adult Officers 

Leadership Retreat

With Swami’s grace and love, the 

second USA Young Adult officer’s 

leadership  retreat was held in 

Dallas, from August 10-12, 2012. 

The three principal objectives of  the retreat 

were information, interaction, and 

inspiration.



2013 1st Zonal Youth 

Conference

By the grace of Swami, the first Zone 1 Youth 

Conference was held in Camp Green Lane, 

Pennsylvania from August 23-25. The theme of 

the conference is, 'One for all, all for Sai.'

Youth participating in cultural show

One for All, All for Sai

Inspiring workshops and activities



2014 Canadian National 

Youth Conference

A Conference for the Sai Youth of Canada was held in beautiful 

Val-Morin, Quebec on September, 2014. The FOCUS of this 

conference is Faith, Openness, Consciousness, Unity and SAI.



2014 Canadian Youth 

Pilgrimage

Canadian Sai Youth leading the 

Walk for Values in Puttaparthi



2014- Teacher’s Training 

Course in Suriname

2015 From December 27, 2014 till January 2, 2015, the Sri 

Sathya Sai Organization of Suriname organized a 

4-day introductory Sathya Sai Education in Human 

Values (SSEHV) teacher-training course for Sai 

Spiritual Education (SSE) teachers, schoolteachers, 

parents, Sai Devotees and non-Sai devotees in 

Paramaribo. 


